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CHINA'S N

=W PRESID]

ENT

TELLS OF ITS PROBLEMS

Southern Dissenters and Military

Reforms Present
Puzzles, With

joterpvied: with  Preaident Feng
A uu-chang,
By K. K. KAWAKAMI.
curly morning of Beptember
l W 1 peceived word by telephone
from the Forelgn Depur(mept at

an

N ot

pekin (It Nis Excellency President
peng Kuo-chang would recelve me at
§ ovloch that aftermoon at the presi-
gentinl palace. How wimply such ar-
pngenicnts are made  these d.lya!!
gurely  China  has changed and s
chatig!ie, \

Haf an hour earlier than the ap-
pointel time [ arrived at Hsin Hua
Meu. the muin gate to the palace, Here
1 wue met by u Chinese gentlaman in
grock coat cut after the latest style.
He greetod me In such excellent Japa-
pess that T hesitated to speak. The
Chinese are remarkable linguists, Of
pine Ministers of Btate in the present

Cabinet &t least three are able to con-
verse In Japanese with the freedom of
the Nipponese.

The panoramic view which dpened
tafore me within the gats
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lake stood a cluster
o bulldings, forming an inner
0 the presidential palace.

Letus Path te Palace.

gentleman who met me at the
Mr, Yen Chi-chang, a coun-
the Foreign Office. He was
e200Tt me 1o the palace and
inlarpret for me during the audience.
i wua told that I could procesd elther
rikdsha or by boat, both of which
were placed at the dispoxal of those
privileged to vinit the palace precinects.
Of course 1 preferred the pléturesque
boat to the prosalc man power cart.

The boat was a minlature house-
boat decoputed with a riot of colors.
It went aslowly jand meditatively,
ploughing the narrow lane left open
through the lotus leavea covering the
face of the luke. Am we pamsed a tiny
isiand upon which stood & palace
painted in grgeous huves of gold, red
and purple | was told that It was
where the late Empress Dowager im-
prisoned the young Emperor. Kwang-
Hsu, whose progresslve ideals Incurred
her displeanure.

We landed In front of the Inner
mie, for that was as far as the boat
was permitted to go, althourh the
Bouth Bew was linked with (le Middle |
and North seus extending for two or
three miles further north, Usually the
Presldent recelves in the official bosild-
fng, where he mtiends to afMulrs of
state. The gate before which we stoml
was the one leadlng Lo that building
To-day, however, his Excellency was

|
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Mr. Yen explained, obliged to l1-|.‘|'l|.'l.-‘

me in his private quarters, as Lady

AISSOUR

| encouraged me to venture

Two of Gravest
Finances Next

Feng's lllness prevented his Appear-
ance at the sdministrntive palace,

And mo we took rikishas at the land- |
Ing and rode half a mile or more, now |
along the lotus lake, now through
rows of pleturesque structures, now
through gates guarded by soldiers, |
Finally the rikishas klopped In the
middi€ of & narrow avenue formed by
rows of high walls.

Fresident Like a Banker,

In a few minutes we found ourselves |
Ig & drawing room of the private gquars
térs of the Chief Executive of the|
Chinese Republic. What a plain room! '
There was no eolegunt furniture such
a8 you find In the White House,

The dosen chulrs of western style
that we found there were upholstersd
very plainly, though quite nently.'
There was little touca of the artistic,
A8 you of the Weat would understand |
the term. As we took seats we noticed |
through the bamboo screen that hangs
between our parlor and the vullhulel
a forelgn physician just arrived to at-
tend Lady Feng. |

Before her marriage 10 Gonernl |
Feng Kuo-chang, Lady Feng was wel) !
known ms Miss Chow in the palace of
the Iate President Yuan Bhih-k'nj, |
she was a tutor to the children of the |
demised President. It was through
Yuan's advice that Miss Chow and
General Feng wers united in marriage
in 1914, when the General's first wife
had passed awny. |

We did not wait more than ten min- |
utes, when a small man, clad in clvil-
lan native costume, entered the room, '
unattended and with no air of osten- |
tation. Mr. Yen sprang to his feet, |
and, with a bow, addressed the man: |
“Your Excellency, I beg to present
Mr. K K. Kawakam! of America and
Japan."

I could hardly belisve my ears or |
my eyes. Waa this democrptic, unas-
suming, gentle looking man Marshal
Feng Kuo-fhang, the President of
China? I had expected to find In the
President an erect. commanding !Il-[
ure of military bearing. But the man |
who grasped my hand reminded me of |
o banker or & merchant rather than
a powerfu! Generzl controlling the fa-
mous army at Nanking.

“Your Excellency is the third Prensi-
dent 1 have been privileged to meet.”
1 sald with a bow, adding, “The first
two Presidents were American Pres-
Idents.”

Scarcely had Mr, Yen Nnished Inter-
preting when hix Kxcellency cast n
aignificant glance toward me, as If 1o
reproach my Impertinence.

No Leglslature at Present.

“1 do not consider mysell a Proni-
dent.” he expluined with emphasis, “I
am oas yver kimply acting as Preaident.
Unider the Nanking 'rovislonul Constl-
iution, the Viee-President succecds to |
the office of President If for uny rexson

the ofMce bocomes vacant, Hut the
succesdlon, to be effective, must he
confirmed Ly the Leglalatire I nifur=

tunately the Leglsluture hyd Yoy dis-
salved before | assumed duty as Act-
ng President, snd no pew Legiklatyre
hins as yet been ocganized to confirm
me In the office of Prestdent.”

The President's intercsting remarks
tigon the
dangerous ground of politieal discus-
sion which 1 hud meant 1o avold,

“Could your Excellency tell me how
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tial chalr. But the south was In ne “In the third place, the House of
position to resist Yusn's pressure. | Representatives as constituted by the

Consequently Sun Yat-sen was obliged
to reslgn and surrender the Presidency,
which he had held only for a few
weeks,

But before ylelding to Yuan the

southern leaders saw to Il that the|

Nanking law is all too large, and is
therefors unwicldy. In the fourth,
place, the Constitution does not permit
the President to diesolve the Legisla-
ture when the latter passes a vote of
want of confidence in the Cablnet or

| -
s.?‘

President Feng Kuo-chang. The characters comprise his autograph.

soon thie new Legislature will be In-
augurated 7 T asked.

The President repled:

“That s at present dificult to say.
We intend to convene & natlonal coun-
cll which will perhape consist of mem-
bers nominated by provincial Gover- |

nors, though just how the members ey

will be chosen Las mot been deter- |
mined. We shall ask this body to |
frume n new election Isw, in accord-

ance with which members of the

new lLegislature be elected. ﬂo‘
soil sée that the Legislature will not

be innugurated very soon.”

I had interviewed a number of pub- |
Helsts in Pekin, both Chiness and for- |
wign, and their views seemed Lo agree |
ny to the impracticability of the Nun- |
kKing Constitution of 1812, It was
adopted  when the ambitious Yuan
SBhih-k'ai had been making a strong
bid for the Presidency. The southern
republienns hud no falth In Yuan and
wanted Sun Yat-sen In the Pwnlden-!

WAR DIET TO AID HOOVER|,

mesting at a church in & Mis-
sourl toewn, during which lhai
ap@ker Impressed upon the congrega-
tien the Importance of economy in cat-

ing in order that there might be
encugh te ship to the Aghting men |

Tllm was a food conservationfine fellows and hereby call for volun- | sitiun

teers,

"Every woman or girl who Is willing
te bake u batch for some soldier oy
is anked to notify the Appeal at onece,
The cookies will be received ut Farls
Wednesday, November 21, The Ap-
prul will take charge of them sand ut

pversias. Then the minister announced | 118 own expense forward and distrib-

& turkey soclal for Thursday night and
urged all to attend, !

At ths door food pledge cards were |
handid to the people as they were go- |
ing vut The next Bunday these cards |
wire hapded |n signed. One little girl
plaigad herself to “meatless, wheatless

anil wasteless meals,” and enumerated i in

foone her sacrifices for the cauwse of |
food conmervation that she had not at-
tended the turkey soctal.

Born and reared on oorn bread and
Porcliuin, Missourl takes glesfully to
fie wivallenn and sugariesa pledge, A
Frderal demonstrator has been telling
Missourt housewives how to make va-
Fluua things to eat out of cornmeal. It's
e trving to Interest the people of

France wnd Italy In the use of wine as}

& heverage. Tn a Htate where corn !s |
the real gold mine of the soll it is not
likely the citizenship will revolt at the
Government's edict to use it instead of
Wheat,

In a great many rural centres they
kre adhering 1o the national policy of
fonderving meats and fats by having
bie soclals. At one of these held In the
trly part of November In the eastern
#ige  of Randolph county Ernest
Hoover wis selected as auctioneer by
Uy f00dl conserver, Miss Christine Col-
Biri. Miss ('olborn tesches the Marr |
fAisirict school, where the conservation |
Party was heid, and thus deseribes the |
Wit e=sful event for the local paper: |

My ple supper last Friday night
very suceessful, Twenty-two ples
Rere sald, tiringing a total of $20.35.

et price was $3.05, pald for |
YiNeta Dooley's ple; the next |

Miss Nellie Dooley's; the

120 fur Miss BEunice Tawney's.
" hrought less than G50
maost of them brought
Frnest Hoover was auc-

Wwhille
1 LY

venty-five puplls enrolled,
whom are boys. 1 have
ind one girl in my seventh
Vil Hike gre. L
s un excellent distriet and 1
N OWork very much, |
“Unrieming Cotsens, |
Miss  Lilllun (faston's ple |
fear l' "I
rying
Iy Tk

LT

o the conservation

Hluntadn of the Mon-

Vapeal has thought up an
o=t eertnin to e fol-
! erocinties,  Here it in:

= T" LI 1T al lewrns  that Monroe
e soldler hoys are hungry for

coskles Itk mother used to muke. We

lowed in o

| on

ium them to the boys,

“Full particulars will e given next
week, Including Instructions for pack-
Ing. The names uf those who will as-
gist in getting the preclous packages

| off will also be announced,

“We are also planning & Candy Day

camp for & later date. Lat's con-
vince the hoys that we are for them
atl every turn. Let's begin by filing
their oamp with gladness on Cooky
Day. B8Send In your name, It will be
placed on your box."

In northeastern Missouri there are
patriotic membern of fox] saving clubs
who have weighed themwselves and set
down the figures. Theay wiil do this
again about January 1, helleving that |
every pound lost will be evidence of
sixteen ounces of added patriotism,
There are cynicea who say If they stick
to eorn bread and molasses the scales
wiil gi the wrong way, and they ask
what the increased weight will mean,
(f course thera are some people who |
woeuld find fault with the coloring of |
the ralubow. I

The hard part of the Govarnment's |
requirecment for Missourl will be 10|
slacken up on country sausage in the
fall and winter. When you convince |
& Missourian that he ought to go light
pausage he'll know that a rnl|
war is on and that things are getting |
peTious,

In a recent reminiscent mood the
“horse editor” of the Monroe County
Appeal asks of his old friend Bildad: |

“Talking about memory tests, Bil-
dad, have you tried to recall the time |
when country sausage was plentiful at
four pounds for a quarter and pump-
kir ple was In the reach of thoee of
us who were known as poor but honest
follc?"

While undergoing the discomforts
of A patriotic endeavor to conserve il
the food he possibly could, Frank
Sosey of the Palmyra 8pcctator haj-
pened on to a miracle, A direct Inter-
position of Providence, he thinks, be-
cause of lis Inyalty. No wonder he
wrote a little exeltedly about It:

“We pause long enough from the
mud rush of necumubaling sufficient
cagh to have a tire vulesanised, the
batteries charged aml broken sprl.rml
mended to =tuts theg Blly Doalitt!e

(a the best bollng mur wWe ever saw,
He I1s o gentleman aid o seholar, &
Chrictian oand o Damocrat and  we'll
vate for him for any oMee from cor-
atablc of Houth River township to

ii‘rr-im-m uf the United States, |
“Incidentully he owns the hest hoga

| potatoes, heins and things they have

to prove i, Yesterday hrl
walked inwe our office with the IJ'JI]‘P‘.
nonchatan! alr that John D. Rocke- |
feller would draw o check for a hun-
dred thousund or so, and remarked:
“*CHere's o ham.” 1
"When we came to he was gone, |
but the ham was no deeam, for we
touched 11, and that's not all we're go-
Ing to do, either. Think of I, vou
poor folks, a real country ham off of
n veal Chester White hog, with com- |
mon breeds roosting so high It ukn‘
a Liberty bond to bring one down. !
“Wea aim to llve a pilous life and
treat all men ns brothers. bul If we |
quit speaklng to our friends during |
the next few days po one may be sur-
prised. We're afrald they might come
to visit us™ |
There was a reallstic background
for a food conservation service at the
Methodist church In Fayette, Mo., the

| other Bunday.

“The pulpit secemed to be a apot|
moved bodily from some sutumn e:ln-l
fleld,” sayvs the Democvat.Leader,
“Across the rear of the platform was!
an old' time rall fepce, behind which |
apparently was the side of a corn fleld. |
To one side was a real appls tree with |
real npples hanging from Its branchen. |

“Numerous trees helped to fill the
background and were full of wild
vines, The whole platform was!
coversad with autumn leaves and an|
a final touch to suwch a wonderfull
srene a little field mouse, brought in
with the corn. came out and played
over the ra!. fence for the benefit of
thuse who =at near the front”

Migsourl Is dieting about Hke the|
reat of the country. That means she
ls eating all she wants and is giving
gencrously of her surplus. .\'urln
everybody mude a large garden In the
spring and early summer, and people
speak gleefully of the stores of

In the collars.

“You'll have a great deal more than
vou'll need vourself, won't you?' ons
of thess amateur gardensrs was
asked.

“Well, | reckon—more than twice as
much,"

"Then you'll make a nloe Iittle
profit on what you sell™"

“Oh, I don't Intend Lo sell anything,"
rald the producer: "I'm going te keep
all 7 got—they won't catoch me short
like T was last year"”

Dr, ¢, W, Reagan, who was & mem-
ber of one of the local exemption
bourds. wius usked how he accounted
for the Improved health of the penple‘
lumt summer—If he didn't think 1t was!
beonuse they wore eating less, The!
doctur laughed,

“No." he replied, “it's becauns they |
are cating more. You see all of them
rained pige and garden truck and
dldn‘'t have to buy so much. Bo of

PIAD to lmve & (‘ooky Day for thess 'in Marlom county and we are in a po- ! course they got fat”

the autocratic aspirations of Yuan
8hih-k'nl. In other words, the Nan-
king Constitution was directsd mguinst
an ambitious military man whom its
framers regarded as their avowsd en-

“Would your Excallency feal at Mb-
erly to point out the dafects of the
Nanking Constitution?

“That Instrument.” the President ex-
plained, “was drafted and adopted by
seventesn men arbitrarily chosen by
Dr. Sun Yat-sen and his assoclates
Naturally it does not embody the will
of the people. It was hurriedly drafted
and wus promulgated with equal haste,
A vonstitution should never be adopted
In such disregard of caution and wis-
dom.

“The first effect of the Nanking Con-
atitutlon lles in the fact that the re-
spective powerm of the President
and the I'rime Minlster are not clearly
detined. The second defect Is found in
the tow rigld restriction of the powers
af (Ve Dreesident. How cnn the Presl.
dent pecompli=sh anvthing when he 1«
deprived of the power to select lils
Minlsters without the approval of the
legislature?

| powaers of the President were carefully | blooks the passage of important ad-
| eircumscribed as a safeguard against

ministrative measures for the sheer

| purpose of emburrassing the Cabimet

These 1 belleve to he the main defects
of the Nanking document.”

Here the President took great painas
to assure me that he bad no idea of
deviating from the Nanking provi-
sional Constitution except in so far a8
the present extraordinary sitoation
compelled him to act otherwise, That
sas what Premier Tuan Chi-ful had
also told me, Obviously the leaders of
the adminjstration are employing
every precaution to minimise the an-
tagoniem entertained toward tham by
the republican leaders at Canton, ap-
parently eager to uphold the Nanking
law to the lettar.

The President denied with great em-
phaals that he had any idea of em-
ploying force in his efforts to bring the

outharn dissenters to terms
hoped that the Canton party would
sooner or later see the futility and un-
wisdom of continuing & movement
whose maln pnrpose was the ambar-

{rassment of the central Government.

No ane will deny that China's great-
vt problem to-day Is the question of
financial rehabilitation. In dlscussing

He |

it Ia closely bound up with ths ques-
Uon of military reform, for the army
has the largest eluim upon the de-
pleted treasury of the nation,
Roughly speaking, the administras-
tive expenses of the Central Qovern-
ment amount to wome $6,000,000 (Mex-
lean) per month on the average, while
its revenue scarcely reaches §4,000,000,
Hers In & monthly deficit of $2,000,000,
|and yet the Central Government Is
obliged to pay army bills mainly to
Hine the pockets of military leaders.
Tha disbanding of at leant gome of the
provinolal troops has naturally been
seriously conaldered by thoughtful
men.
|  The so-called Reorganization Loan

of 1912 had for one of s objects the

dissolution of provinclal armles, whoso
|maln businesx is the disturbance of
the peace. But the fund was not
used us it ahould have heen, and the
| national treusury is still Imposed upon
by the military chiefs, who also levy
| taxes In thelr respective provinees in

the most arblirary manner. It s
| rumored that China will sooner or
| later ralse another reorganization loan,
part of which will be employed for the
disbandment of provincial troops.

With these thoughts in my mind T
| asked® the Presldent If 1t would be
possible to dishand provincial troops
| without causing the rebellion of thelr
| commanders,
| “That ls a difflcult matter,” the
! President replicd In a dellbarntive
1It|uod, “The thoroughgolng rehabilita-
tion of our milltary system (s vne of
the many problems demanding our
| attention. But we must employ the
| utmost cautlon In handling thin gues-
tion, or we shall stir & hornet’s nest
! Unwilllng to Purt With Troops,
| “Few military leaders are willing to
part with their troops, which are the
only mource of their influence. If the
Central Government wers 10 take
barah measures in depriving them of
thelr men they would revalt.

“Agnin, we must see to It that the
disbanded xoldiers do not digencerate
inte robhers and brigands, ns they
have too often done in the past, It is
therefare ro owsy tesk to reform our
military system along modern llnes
but wes liope that when the Ceniral
Government 18 placed upon a4 more
solld base the present number of R00.-
000 men will be reducsd to 800,000

As the President finished the last
sentence a clock In the next chamber
mtruck 5. Qurely the Presldent must
have allowed me more time than he
was accustomed to allow a Journallst,
1 bowed and thanked him for his gen-
eroslty In granting me an awdienee,
The President smiled and heckoned
me to drink ten that had been piaced
before me, having himself taken a sip
from & beautiful cup.

Thus ended the first interview
granted to a forelgn journallst by
Marsha! Feng Kuo-chang since he
graced the Presidential chalr on the
first day of Auogust

The President ja about to celehrate
the sixtieth anniversary of his birth,
Throughout his oareer he has besm
Wentified with the army. During the
Chino-Japanese war he was an artil-
lery officer and fought the Japanes:
In Corea and Manchurin. -

His abilitias were first recosnized
by the late Yuan Shih-k'al, to whom
he I8 indebted for his rapid promotion.
When the revolution broke out in the
Yangtsu region in the winter of 1911
Feng Kuo-chang was ordered by Yuan
Bhih-k'al to go to Hankow and sup-
prese the rebellion there. Tn 1618 Gen.
Feng was appointed by Yuan to be
Military Governor of Kiang=u, tha cap-
ital of which Is Nanking.

From that time hig attituds toward
the republlicane became apparentdy so
friendly that the Parliement at Pekin
olected NLim  Viee-Fresident In  July,
1816, when [ Yuan-liune, Vice-Presl-
dent untll then, had to ocenpy the
| PresMential chair becnuse of President
| Yunn Bhih-K'al's desth. Now that

Vice-President Fong hae suecesded 1,)
| Yuan-hung a=x President the reputill-
| cans of the South are reluectant to rec-
Lo’“l- his right to occupy that post.
| Whether President Feng will succeed
'lln reconclling them we have yot to
LN

this question one murt remember thut

The Thaye Masi, ons of Jepan's Gcish Liners tn &y dosk st Monghous,

I:‘
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By ADACHI KINNOSUKE.

I" the negotiations to lIft the Amer-

I ican embargo on ateel fall Japan

has vne: and only ons, answer to
make—ashe will doubtiess withdraw her
Fhips from the Atlantic and Buropean
gorvicea, In a rough way thers are
'. about 200,000 tons of Japan's merchant
fleet which either have been chartered
by the other members of tha Entente
Eroup or are devoted exclusively to the
service of transporting arms and sup-
plies for her allies.

If America wors to refuse to supply
steal plates Japan sould not complete
the new veasels which are in courss of
construction at her shipbuilding yards,

The shipbullding Industry of Japan in
fact would die a sudden and violent
death. And if Japan cannot replace
her ships it would be nothing short of
& crime against common sense and her
very national existence to risk a vital
portion uf her “flonting treasures.”
Hhe would not take all the ships away
from the Alllen' service, of course, per- |
haps not 50 per cent, af tham, but ahe
would and should take the more valu-
able veasein. And there is no other
answear she could possfily make.

Japan's Shipbuildiag.

Same of the consequences of the em-
birgo may not be quite clear in the
i minds of the American people—these,
for example:

Japan at present Is bullding or has
vointracted to bufld 370 vessels of the
combined tonnage of 1,800,000 tons. A
fairly large percentage of them are on
the shipways at the different ship-
buflding plants of Japan to-day.
Ninety of the number are large ocean
going ships, which will be able to per-
form valuable service when finished.
They are qualified to recclve the Gov-
ernmoental subsidy according to the law
for encouraging shipbullding. and ac-
tually have certificatas to that effect.

The total tonnages of ships of this
clase amounts to 430,000 tons. The
Osuhka Iron Works heads the Ust In
ullding this class of #hipan with thirty-
four wvesssls of a total tonnuxe of
166,000 gross, The Uragn dockyard
comes next with twelve ships of a
combined tonnage of 65.238 tons groes

The newly establishe! Asano plant
at Yokohama (= either actually hnild-
ing or has madn plana to huild nine
ships of this clame of A tota! tonnage
of 66.078 tonm groas, and thie Mitsu-
bishi dockyards at Nagasak! and Kaobe
have nine of a total gross tonnage of
more than 82,000 tons. The Kawasak!
works at Kobe follow tham with =ix
vesnels of 33,600 tons groes,

In addition to these there are a good
many among the non-subsidized ves-
scla in course of commtruction which
Can serve as ocean freightars admira-
bly.

And now the enttre amount of steel

in ths hand= of all ths Japanesa ship-

Lons That takea In stes]l plates, |
<hapes and overy other kind of ma-
ter'al which will go inte the bullding
of shipa.

Effect of the Embargo.

This amount of steel may enabin |
the Japnness yaris to go ahead with |
the construction of the hetter clams
uof &hips. namely, tMoss being built
under the subsidy law, Tt Ix quite out |
of the guestion for the vards tn con- |
tinus the work on the remaining 280
ghips of the slowwsr or smaller typa

Japan hud contracted here in the
Unlted Stutes for about 400000 tons
of stee]l before the han was annoonced. |
Most of this steel was maant for the
above mentioned 230 veasels, on which |
the work liud not progreased very far
Om nil theer ships, amounting to more
than 900,000 tons In all, the work has
been stopped, 1f the negotiatione for
the American stec] fall most of them
will he left standing and uncompleted
as long as the war lasts or until the
starl mille of Japan and Ching suc-
cecd In increasing thelr ontput greatiy.

This mesns a tremiendous wnste «f
shiphullding facilities. Tt meuns rome-
thing vary close to the rulnation of
pome of the smallar Japanese ship-
yarde. Tt certalnly would spell the
wastage of the labhor of thousands on
thousanda of akilled workmen which
tha Ententa countries cannot afford
to wasts |
| It Japan falls to permiade the ['nited
| Btates tn Jift the emhargo on sten)
rths chie! mourner at the Industrinl
| funeral would be no other *han herself
| of eoursr. But It would not thke &
prophet to ses tha effect of =u h &
policy on the transportation prohlama
| uf the Entents Allles,

It the American shipyards can
utilise nll the atee]l plates this country
| can produce, then certainly it would bw
sheer folly for America to sell any to
Japan or to any other country. Huf
| such does not appear to be the onwe
| Judge Gary of the United Btates Stoal
| Corporation placed the annual produc-
tion of wmtea! ingota In the United
States at about 41,000,000 tons. What
Japuness shipbullders are Mdding for
is about 1 per cent. of the Americun'
production.

America’s Demand.

The writer han ft from a high
authority that Japan is prepared 1o go
to the Itmit in meeting the wishes of |
the United Btates to bring about tiwe
romnoval of the embargo; In feet, Y-
fors she was asked to turn over to the
Atlantiye marvice & certain number of
the Jupaness wships the Japanese
authorities approached America with|
some sich offer. The Hookd and other
Tokie newspapers just recelved in
New York give the alleaged detalls of |
the negotlitlons between the United
Btutes and Japan, 1

The Toklo papers say that In the
sarly stage of the negotiations the'
American authorities declined polnt |
blank to remove the ban on steel ex- |
port. Hut & little later the Japanam |
representatives recelved a hint (tho)
wource the Toklo papers do mot state)
to the effect that the 1 nlted Btates
might eonslder the thing on the hasls
of Japan's turning over to the United
Btates hoth for her and for her allles
| uBe Bome SU0,000 tons of ships

The matter wis takon up by tho
Japanese officlals of the division of
shipping at cuce, They thought that
ft waa utterly Impraoticable for Japan

| disgulss ae far ne Jupan '«
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=D FOR STEEL
HITS JAPAN HARD

‘May Force Withdrawal of ,Tonnage
From European and American Ser-
vice and Curb Nation's Prosperity

to turn over 800,000 tons of her oceans
poing vessels, hut that under the elr-
cumatances It was sdvi=saliles 1o nego-
Unte the matter on the basls of 160,000
tons of Japaness merchant shipping In
exchunge for an adequate supply of
Amaeriean steel. Hul of course the
160,000 tona was far from satisfying
the American wuthoritles, and aecerd-
ing to the Hochi's informant tha ton-
nage was roised to from 260,000 to
300,000 Lonws,

Amn was staled at the outset, about
200,000 tons of Jupanese merchant
shipplng 1= elther chartered by tha
Entente Alliss or serving them in
thelr transportetion work,. To ine
crease this tonnnge Ly the ndditional
800,000 lons means that Jnpan would
have to eripple ond to the point of
annihilmtion—hoth ber European and
the Pacifie service, for the reason that
the 200,000 additivnn] tonnage called
for would Include an overwhalming
majority of all the «Meisnt oversea
boats under the sun flag (o-day.

It ham been stated (0 some gusrters
that Japan hus “an nggrecats shipping
tonnage of 1.900.000. about 1300000 tonn
of which arve gvallnhile for ocenn carry-
Ing.” From that it would appsar that
Japan might ba able to shift te the
Atlantic servien LO0000 tons without
committing maritime harakirl. Tn the
facs of the above figures also the sug-
gostion that Japan should sell te tha
United States—and of course for the
oaume of th: Entente Allles— 100,000
tons of ocean golnk ships looks rea-
sopable Indeed; cven modest, in fact.
And mo It lm—In a statlstical tahle,

Figurea never He-.n a statistioal
table, But sven In a statistical table
the above proposition does not work
amoothly, for the figures quoted are
not quite accuruta.

At tha end of Augast of this year
the Department of Communication of
Japnn gave out officlial statlstica about
our ships. According to thin ofMelal
table Japan had 2120 ships of all types
and slzes at that time. (f the numbeny
only #43 were ihove 1,000 tons; thelr
ageregnte tonnage wis 1,430,000, Tha
number of shipa of from 1.000 to 3,000
tons was more than 130, with & total
tonnage of about 200.000

FProfitahle Marine Antigueb.

But the most serlous tem which will
Lriag the ocvangoing tonnags of the
Japanese shijs Jown from statistieal
grandsur to shuhby worknday prose is
the fact that the present merchant
tonnag® of Jupan furms one of the
most exceliant collections for—for a
marina museum. Of conrse a number
of the floating antinurs owned by
Japan have been mold hack o tha
Britlshers from whom  they  wem
bought. Tho Jujpuness kot ten times
the money they hind paid, more or less,
but then that 1+ & minor detall—and
the joke of It all was that ths Rrit-
ishera had miny a hearty lnugh when
they msold them to the unsuspecting
heathens,

In putting the tonnage of tho
hulldine plants at presant |8 reported | Jnpaness aoean carrlers thoee which
to amount to not more than 200000y can be ao stvied withiout too much

Cmlental pollteness anid withont resort -
fng to the stamdard of wn nld ladies
home—at 700,000 tons, one will not ha
too wide of the mark. Now something
closs tn 200000 tons of mhips of thia
typa Aare working to-day for the gov-
ernments or peoples of 1he Entents
Allles; about TO.000 tens of thim are
chartered hy Americans

If Japnn ware to complv with the
Amorloan wishes and hond avers 300 -
000 tons In adidltlon to the 200,000 tons

Just mentioned to the 17nited Hiates
one can reddily ses Low muach waoull
be 1eft on the Pacifie and the Tndian

| otemns and on the Huropean cervics
from Japan apd the Far boast (e
Aoex not often =t ot nnsider what
00000 tans of shippine means, 11
one does sindy the pronos!thon one will
find that 800000 tune of ceoangolng
ships are about twice the ronnage of

all the Japaness ships on the Pacifio

at present, And gur American friends
have Weard and are hearing from time
to thoe that the merchant ships of
Nippon have lashed hrooms at their
mastheuds and swopt Lig ocean
clean of the Stars and Steipon and

all other flngs!

Eteel Independence fur Japam.

Nobody wha (= nat (0 the confidence
of the Jupnnese Government can tell
what 1t will or will not do, hr (P
Japan im going fa As thiv thing 1
hand over to Amerlca 200000 tons of
her ghip=, it 15 o pley tha! she talks
atonut  zedtinge Amerionn stsal a8 il
Al piro g, This bt ool liers waonlil
ha n fAnxrling plece of Lsrole sgaoriten
for the canse of the Fnteate Allles

T would ns has heen sald, come
pletaly wrack Japan = Fluropean byl

nees; It wonld smaes her Tuciflc
carrving treds, sivendy hurdensd and
stinined to the hreaking point; it
wonld disrupt her economic and eome-
mercial 1fe; 1t woauld thoa doop
 wide to nnnrehy In hex trinl I1le,

But the bigkeeat i tiof I |
all, perhape, s the offi ot the continn-
ance of the steal am have
on the fature of ths stiel production
of Japan

The embargo bias  beaten Japan
down upmn her knoes ‘n e dust
made her sea with her ewn eyee what
An ahlect slave Nippon t& in one of
the most wital slenents of nationul
defence, It is one of the Sitterest pllls
her notional pride has ever had (o
el low,

From this experience uhie fa hoand
|10 rise with one Aominant determings-
| tlon, that she ghall be fres wind e

pondent in her steal #upplies In the

future, Iitter a¥ this expurience hua
been, 1t In nnfdoubtedly A hleesis

But whit of the te-morrow of thoe
American ateel tusinees in Japoan and
the Tur EKast?

Japanu cannot manuMmeturs ron and
stoal na oheaply as the T'0ited Btates

-porhapas never will.  But then sha
holds fn her hands & ruther oMective
werpon In tha shape of un Import
tari¥., And to bring about the Inde-
pendence of hor stesl supply she will

Hinve: ta use 1t In tha most effective
munnar (o foster her awn,  But then,
ninin, na tur a= the U'nlted] Siates |4
converned, her stec]l Tusibiess with
Jupan had Jbeon  dmost 0 negligihlo

itean In the years before the war when
Gormmaav, Encland and Belginom all
competed in supplylog the Far Easte

}crn market.
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